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VASSAR Members at the SAR National Convention in Williamsburg, VA
Picture Courtesy of the VASSAR Website

Veterans’ Projects, National Convention, Grave Markings, Historical 
Signs, Bastille Day, Marriages and DAR Events

Its been a busy Summer
Compatriots,

The Chapter Veterans Project is nearing its completion and it is time for all donations to be 
gathered to prepare them to be sent to Richmond.  The Prince William Resolves DAR and Light 
Horse Harry Lee CAR chapters have agreed to help us wrap up the items so we can give them to 
our wonderful veterans.

I ask each compatriot to buy a few items on the list below and bring them as well as any other 
items you have to the chapter meeting on September 8th.  This is already a successful project that 
has great results, but we can make it even better.  Lend a hand! A veteran will thank you.

The items requested are:
Toothpaste, alcohol free mouthwash, toothbrushes, denture cleanser tablets, denture brushes, shaving cream, deodorant, talcum 
powder, shampoo, combs, hair brushes, nail clippers hand lotion, facial tissues, white "t" shirts, white socks men's briefs, postage 
stamps, writing paper/envelopes, greeting cards/blank, phone cards, canteen books, blank and recorded audio  video cassettes, 
disposable cameras, photo albums/frames, hats/caps/gloves and new sweat pants & shirts. Also needed are suits for some of these 
gallant patriots to buried in.

Knight Essay Contest Underway for 2007-2008

The SAR Website has been updated to include this year's rules and requirements. Please notice that the prize money has changed and 
some rules have changed such as the word count process and the allowance for electronic submissions
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Prospective Member

We have a New Prospective Member, Paul W. Millard. 15771 Beau Ridge Drive, Woodbridge, VA 22193, phone 703-590-3879, 
email: pcars87@comcast.net.   His ancestor is Thomas Meredith a Private in John Reese’s Co., Col. Arthur St. Clair’s Regiment, 
Pennsylvania Line.

President’s Call
The Tri-Event in the Shenandoah Valley
Greetings compatriots!  I bring you good tidings and news of the great triple event in the Shenandoah Valley held on August the 4th.  
This event featured two Gravemarking ceremonies and the unveiling of a Virginia Department of Historic Resources Highway Marker 
Sign at the Andrew Zirkle Mill in Forestville, VA. 

The first Gravemarking ceremony was held in the cemetery at Keezletown, 3 ½ miles east of Harrisonburg in Rockingham County.  
The Maryland Society Past President and current Secretary Christos Christou requested the Gravemarking to honor his patriot ancestor 
Benjamin Beery and also his ancestors who served in the War of 1812 and the War Between the States.  Benjamin Berry was born in 
1758 near Monmouth Courthouse NJ and drafted in the American Revolution at the young age of 18 in the NJ Militia in 1776-1778 
and again in 1780-1781 in the VA Militia.  

Sponsored by the Fort Harrison Chapter, the Gravemarking was well attended with approximately 30 people in attendance, the 
VASSAR Colorguard and a Colorguard of the Sons of Confederate Veterans.

Members then journeyed north 20 miles to the town of Timberville and Raders Lutheran Church.  Here, the Fort Harrison Chapter 
conducted a Gravemarking Ceremony for John Bowman and Mathias Miller of Rockingham County.  The Ceremony was conducted 
by Eugene Holsinger, President of the Chapter.   John Bowman was a Pvt. in Capt. Hulls Company, 2nd Battalion, Augusta Militia 
and is an ancestor of Compatriot Arthur Shipe who lives in Reston, VA.  Mathias Miller was a militia man in Berks County, 
Pennsylvania and moved to Timberville in 1794-1795.

The procession then proceeded to Forestville, VA and the site of the Andrew Zirkle Mill.  The Colonel Fielding Lewis Chapter hosted 
the gathering to unveil the historic highway marker.  This was a well attended event by the SAR and the local community as well.  
There were compatriots from 8 SAR Chapters, ladies from 3 DAR chapters and members of 2 CAR chapters present, along with a 

representative of the VA Department of Historic Resources, 4 of the 6 Shenandoah 
County Supervisors, plus members of 19 families of the name of Zirkle/Zerkle 
including L. Brooks Zerkle, a direct descendant of the owner of the mill, Andrew 
Zirkle.  Attendance was estimated to be over 100 people.

The ceremony also marked the first event since his installment of Virginia’s own Bruce 
Wilcox, our President General.  1st Vice President of the Virginia Society Art Batten 
was given the honor of unveiling the sign.  The Virginia Colorguard was also present 
to perform the honors and lent their special touch to the occasion.  Event goers then 
attended a reception at the rear of the mill and toured the mill and its grounds.

My sister Sherryl Belinsky (Stone Bridge Chapter, DAR) and I thank the Virginia 
Society of the Sons of the American Revolution for their support of our project to bring 
the Andrew Zirkle Mill back to life and for their generous donation from the Knight-
Patty fund to purchase this wonderful historic highway marker.

Compatriotically,  
Robert B. Andrews, President
Col. Fielding Lewis, VASSAR
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               Dedication of the Zirkle Mill Sign                        Keezletown Gravemarking for Benjamin Berry

             The Zirkle Mill Sign           President Rob Andrews speaking at Timberville.

Members Memos
John Courtney Sheffield, II ("Court"), 35, has been a member of CFL for several years.  He is a graduate of 
Colorado State University and has been a teacher on the secondary level in the Denver Public Schools.  He was 
recently selected as Denver's Outstanding Varsity Soccer Coach.  On July 14th Court married Carrie Jane 
Chilen of Kansas City at the Gold Lake Resort on the continnental divide above Boulder.  After a honeymoon in 
Panama the couple has moved into their new home in Fort Collins, Co.

Walter Alexander Sheffield ("Zander"), 33, has also been a member of CFL for sometime.  Zander graduated 
from Radford University and teaches Virginia history in Roanoke Public Schools.  (Yes, he is able to use the 
SAR's Rev. War CD!)  He has coached wrestling and baseball.  On September 8th, (our next chapter meeting) 
Zander will be reciting his nuptials at Boxtree Lodge off of the Blue Ridge Parkway with his long time fiancee, 
Lori Virgina Gardner of Franklin County, Va.  They will be living in their home on the side of Andrew Lewis 
Mountain in Roanoke County.
Their proud dad, Walt, is hoping for several CAR applications in short order.
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VASSAR 3rd VP Bob Bowen accepts 
the Thomas J. Bond Photography 
Award and accompanying $1000 check
from the President General at the 
National Convention at Williamsburg.

C.A.R. Corner: This is a new section for our newsletter designed to give our two local C.A.R. Societies and opportunity to share 
information.  Our two societies are the “Light Horse Harry” Lee located in Prince William County and the Surgeon Lawrence Brooks 
at Fredericksburg.

DAR Data: This is a section for our newsletter designed to give local DAR Chapters an opportunity to share information about events, 
meetings, points of contact etc.  We have at least eight DAR Chapters in our membership area.  They are: Bill of Rights in 
Woodbridge, Falls of the Rappahannock in Falmouth,   Leedstown Resolves in King George Co., Mine Run Chapter, Overwharton 
Parrish, Prince William Resolves in Dale City, Spotsylvania in Spotsylvania Co., and Washington-Lewis in Fredericksburg.

Prince William Resolves Chapter NSDAR,.  
Bill of Rights DAR, LHHL CAR Annual Family Picnic
Saturday, September 15, 2007, 10am Merchants Park at the Weems Botts Museum Dumfries VA.
A flag retirement ceremony will be performed by LHHL.
Entree item provided by Bill of Rights Chapter, please bring an item to share.
Appetizer, fruits/vegetable, salad, desert, drinks/ice
RSVP to:

Mrs. Carolyn LeVering, Vice Regent, Bill of Rights, DAR 540-720-5688 kevinsmum2003@yahoo.com Ms. Jacqueline LaMar, 
Sr. VP Light Horse Harry Lee 703-730-0217 jlamar@comcast.net

Mine Run Chapter, NSDAR. Contact Debbie DeHart, Organizing Regent at (540) 854-6700 or Debbie@dsdconcepts.com for 
more information. This chapter has partnered with the Spotsylvania Museum, and helped them apply for a grant from the Virginia 
DAR State Regent’s project and they have been awarded $8500.00 for a climate controlled case for their revolutionary items. This is 
on the heels of their helping the James Monroe Museum get $13,000.00 for their clothes restoration project.

Falls of the Rappahannock Chapter DAR, serving the Fredericksburg area, usually meets the second Thursday of each month.  
The 13  September meeting includes a talk entitled "Turning Points that Could Have Been But Weren't" by Bill Simpson. Our October 
meeting will feature "The World of William Fitzhugh" by John Hennessy. Visit www.fotrdar.org for chapter/contact information."
Washington Lewis Chapter DAR Constitution Week is September 16-22, 2007
The Mayor of Fredericksburg will sign a Proclamation for Constitution Week.
Members of the Washington-Lewis Chapter will be in Mayor Tomzak's office on Sept. 10th to witness the 
Proclamation.

Upcoming Events

Sept 10, 4pm Wreath Laying at Ashlawn James Monroe’s Home near Chalottesville, sponsored by Thomas Jefferson Chapter.
Sept 14-15, 2007 VASSAR Semi-Annual Meeting – Wingate Inn, Lynchburg, VA
Sept 16, 2pm Grave Marking service for Captain Philip Slaughter at the Shockhoe Hill Cemetery Richmond by Richmond and 
Captain Philip Slaughter Chapters.
Sept 17, 2007 Constitution Day at Montpelier, VA, 11:00 am. Sponsored by Montpelier with VASSAR participation.
Oct 5-7  Battle Days, Point Pleasant WV wreath laying 7 Oct.
Oct 7 Battle of Kings Mt Wreath laying
Yorktown Celebration on October 18 & 19
Nov 10  Chapter Meeting
Nov 11 Wreath laying Tomb of Rev War Unknown Soldier Old Presbyterian Meeting House, Alexandria VA Sponsored by George 
Washington Chapter

Gallery

.
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Susan and Bob Bailey as Betty and Fielding 
Lewis and Bob’s Mother-in-Law as Mary Ball 
Washington at the French Embasssy on Bastille 
Day.

Diane and Skip Nolan at 
the French Embassy on 

Bastille Day

June Minutes Col Fielding Lewis Chapter

After a social period of one half-hour, the May meeting of the Chapter was called to order at 12:00pm in the Great Room with the 
following officers present:

     Vice President: Wayne Rouse
     Treasurer: Hobert Southall
     Registrar: Marv Pixton
     
The Invocation was given by Registrar Marv Pixton who asked for prayers for the victims of the VA Tech Tragedy. The Pledge of 
Allegiance was led by Vice President Wayne Rouse.  The Pledge to the SAR was led by Compatriot Dave Hazel.

Vice President Rouse then introduced the guest speaker for the meeting, Shelby Chandler of the National Sojourners.

Vice President Rouse then made several announcements:
1. The upcoming 2007 National Congress to be held in Williamsburg on July 6th through the 12th.  President Andrews and Vice 

President Rouse will be attending as delegates along with Compatriots Bill Simpson and Bob Bowen.
2. A letter from President Andrews was distributed to members apologizing for his absence at this meeting and highlighting 

upcoming events.
3. A proclamation by President Bush concerning Flag Day and National Flag Week, 2007 was distributed to members.
4. The VASSAR Semi-Annual meeting will be held in Lynchburg, VA on September14th and 15th.  All CFL compatriots are 

invited.  Check the VASSAR web site for more info.
5. The chapter has received a letter from the George Mason University History Department thanking us for our $100 contribution to 

the History Day Program.

The meeting was then adjourned for lunch.

The business portion of the meeting began with a motion by Jim Clemons to approve the minutes of the previous CFL meeting (14 
May 2007) as distributed in the electronic newsletter.  Jack Morris seconded the motion and it carried.
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Treasurer Hobert Southall reported the Chapter Checking Account has a balance of $3,547.35.  Deposits for the period were $376.00 
and expenditures were $401.92.  The Chapter also has a Certificate of Deposit with a current balance of $1,060.64 and Treasurer 
Southall was able to have the bank increase the interest rate from 3.94% to 5.0%. Jim Clemons made a motion to approve the 
Treasurer’s report and Jack Morris seconded.  The motion was carried.

Registrar Marv Pixton has put together a new application packet for prospective members which contain some SAR history, the 
requirements for membership, guidelines for tracing ancestry and an application worksheet.  He had several of these packets available 
at the meeting and will make more up as needed.  

Veterans Affairs Chairman Jim Clemons reported that he has contacted several corporations and the Richmond VA Hospital 
concerning the Veterans Drive and is awaiting responses.  Jim asks all compatriots and their families to bring whatever they could to 
the September meeting.

Old Business
A letter verifying the value of the Bicentennial Medallion Set donated by Compatriot Greg Cunningham has been sent to him.

President Andrews awarded the Martha Washington Medal to BJ Simpson at the June 2nd meeting of the Prince William Resolves 
Chapter of the DAR.  This medal was presented to BJ for her longstanding support to our chapter.  BJ was also installed as regent of 
the PWR Chapter at that time.  A reenactment of the Prince William Resolves was performed on June 2nd with President Andrews, 
Vice President Rouse and Past President Bill Simpson in attendance.

36 certificates were presented to the 4th and 5th grades of Emmanual Christian School in Manassas by Past President Bill Simpson for 
their participation in the Americanism Poster Contest which was judged at our May meeting.  The winning poster by students Andrew 
Snow and Tyler Deen will represent VASSAR’s entry at the Annual Congress next month.

Vice President Rouse presented our permanently framed charter at the meeting.

New Business
President Andrews has recently launched the State Song Project and is promoting the song “Old Virginia” by Virginia native and 
historian John W. Wayland.  The New Dominion Choraliers are rehearsing the song and plan to perform it in their upcoming concerts 
as well their presentation song at the July 4th Parade in Dale City.  The Choraliers will be at our September meeting to perform this 
song.

A special Zircle Mill event is planned for the August-September timeframe to unveil the historic highway marker that was erected by 
VDOT and paid for with a special grant from VASSAR’s Knight-Patty Fund.  President Andrews will inform all of the membership as 
soon as a date is selected.

Our annual chapter awards ceremony is in November and we need to find recipients for the various awards.  Please notify us of any 
deserving persons you find.

Our special guest, Shelby Chandler of the National Sojourners, gave us a very enlightening talk on Hugh Mercer: His History and 
Patriotism.  He followed this by a Toast to the American Flag which is quite impressive to hear.  We hope to have the Sojourners join 
us next year to give us more insight on our patriotism and flag.

The 50-50 Raffle drawing was won by Dave Hazel.

Jack Morris led the SAR Recessional and Marv Pixton gave the Benediction.  The meeting was adjourned at 1:37pm.

The next luncheon meeting of the Col. Fielding Lewis Chapter will be held at 11:30am on Saturday, September 8, 2007 at 
the Fredericksburg Country Club.  Cost is $20.00 per person.

Our guest speaker will be Past President General and Chapter Dual Member Roland Downing who will speak about "The 
Future of the SAR".  Also, we will have a special appearance by the New Dominion Choraliers who will 
sing for us. “Old Virginia” the song that President Andrews is trying to get adopted as the New State Song.  Member Will 
Simpson is a member of the Choraliers.

If you wish to come, please contact Vice President Wayne Rouse at: wrouse4sar@aol.com or (540) 659-5258


